A dozen different specific names were applied to these crabs between 1775 and 1858. Thereafter the acquisition of larger series of specimens served to illustrate the variability of these forms.
All the post-Linnaean names were subsequently synonymized with P. minutus, and no additional ones were proposed except Planes marinus Rathbun (1914, p. 120) . The validity of even that species became more and more questionable as time passed without additional specimens being found.
It was the rediscovery of that form that led to the present study.
In December 1947 four crabs were found among marine organisms attached to a derelict Japanese mine that drifted ashore at Lincoln Beach, Oreg. These proved to be the species described by Dr The species that Dr. Rathbun (1914, p. 120, pi. (1939, p. 14) indicates that these specimens, like the others mentioned in that paper, are P. cyaneus. Although the material at hand has not been sufficiently well documented to verify the hypothesis, it is not improbable that most of the specimens of P. minutus having a carapace length of more than about 
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COLOR
The variable and protective coloration of Planes minutus has been a cause of speculation for more than a century. Some of the early workers believed that those specimens which were greenish or brownish yellow mottled with darker shades of the same color sought out Sargassum clumps to live on in order to be less conspicuous to their enemies.
These Sargassum inhabitants also often have a large white or yellowish patch on the dorsal surface, which seems to duplicate the patches of bryozoan colonies with which the plant fronds are almost invariably encrusted. Those specimens found on turtles are usually yellowish, those on logs and drifting trees often dark reddish brown, and those on the pelagic gastropod Janthina lilac blue. Light reddish shades have also been recorded on several occasions. Examples of some of these colors are shown in Murray and Hjort (1912, pi. 6 ).
Miiller (1881, p. 473) was apparently the first to suggest that these crabs change their color according to the object to which they cling. (1900) 1776 , p. 195.-Pennant, 1777 fig. 2 (British shores, among algae). -Fabricius, 1781, p. 497. -Herbst, 1783, p. 110, pi. 2, fig. 32 . -Fabricius, 1787, p. 316. -Olivier, 1791, pp. 143, 154. - Fabricius, 1793, p. 443 ("In Pelago frequens").
Cancer pusillus Fabricius, 1775, p. Coulon, 1907, p. 123 [17] (Sargasso Sea). Norman, 1907, p. 357 (Channel Islands) . Stimpson, 1907, p. 121 (North Atlantic, between lat. 20-36°N., common on floating logs, seaweed {Sargassum), etc.). Brady, 1909, p. 9. Pesta, 1918, p. 446, fig. 147 (Lesina).-Borasciii, 1921, p. 10, pi. 1, fig. 9 (larvae: Quarto dei Mille; Palermo). Miranda y Rivera, 1921, p. 189 (Playa de la Malagueta, Spain). Monod, 1932, p. 219 (Fedhala, Morocco, common on marine plants and other objects).
Nautilograpsus major Macleay, 1838, p. 66 (Cape of Good Hope). Krauss, 1843 , p. 44.-Milne-Edwards, H., 1852 175. Nautilograpsus smithii Macleay, 1838, p. 67 (Cape of Good Hope). Krausb, 1843 , p. 44.-Milne-Edwards, H., 1852 175. Grapsus dirts Costa, 1838-53, [p. 2, pi. 4, fig. 1 (color)] (Naples, "among rocks above water"). Milne-Edwards, H., 1852, p. 175. Planes linnaeana Leach, 1815, pi. 27, figs. Rathbun, 1900a, p. 279; 1900b, p. 587 (part) . Thompson, D'A. W., 1901, p. 6 (Atlantic). Borradaile, 1903, p. 432 (Male, Maldive Islands, on floating cuttlebone). Doflein, 1904, p. 130 (lat. 30°6.7' S., long, 87°50.4' E,),-Mater, , p, 102,-Stebbing, 1905 . Rathbun, 1905, p. 4 (Woods Hole and Wareham, Mass.; Sakonnet Point, R. I., under rocks). NoBiLi, 1906, p. 321 (Djibouti). -Verrill, 1908, p. 325, fig. 7, pi. 13, figs. a-j', pi. 27, fig. 6 (oflf Bermuda) . -Lenz, 1910, pp. 560 29°54' N., long. 34°10' W. to lat. 33°53' N., 32°27' W.). -Bouvier, 1915, p. 127 (Port Louis, Mauritius). -Hay and Shore, 1918, p. 448, pi. 36, fig. 6 (Beaufort, N. C.). -Rathbun, 1918, p. Rathbun, 1924, p. 157 (off eastern Cuba, on Sargassum).
-MoNOD, 1927, p. 621 (Souelaba, Douala Bay, Cameroon, on floating tree trunk). -Perkins, 1928 , p. 53.-Rathbun, 1929 fig. 48 (off Nova Scotia). Nobre, 1931, p. 107, figs. 60-63 (Douro River, Portugal, on root of tree washed in by storm). Monod, 1933 , p. 80. Rathbun, 1933 83 (Puerto Rico; St. Thomas). -Ekman, 1935, pp. 9, 425 (part, not fig.) .- Nobre, 1936, p. 63, pi. 24, fig. 45, pi. 46, fig. 45o . -Monod, 1939, p. 567 (lat. 30°10' N., long. 47°W ., on Sargassum) .-Bovvier, 1940, p. 291, fig. 182. Hitchcock, H. B., 1941, pp. 26-30 (Bermuda; color change) . Lebour, 1944, p. 114, fig. 4 (Bermuda, in Sargassum; larvae). Zariquiey Alvarez, 1946, p. 163, pi. 18, fig. b . Naulilograpsus diris Heller, 1863, p. 115. Nautilograpsus pelagicus Heller, 1863, p. 
